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Bubbles of fun

Ferntree Gully resident James was
among a record crowd of 40,000
people at the Knox Festival last
weekend. Held at Ferntree Gully
Recreational Reserve, the gala offered
something for everyone, from rides, art,
music and food to community group
workshops. The Journal is a Knox
Festival media sponsor.
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Tickets, please

By Winston Tan

KNOX Council is considering introdu-
cing paid parking to broaden the city’s
revenue base.

Staff are to prepare a report for a
council meeting in April that will con-
sider the economic, social and environ-
mental implications of paid parking in
council-owned shopping centre car
parks and major recreational areas such
as the Eastern Recreation Precinct and
Stamford Park.

Cr Darren Pearce said the
council needed to review “how are we
going to raise revenue, away from being
dependent on rates™.

Paid parking proposal on the table

He said 67 per cent of the council’s
revenue came from rates, much higher
than the 45 per cent of some inner-
Melbourne councils.

“That’s because they've got better-
diversified revenue sources, one of
which is car parking.”

He said the council would need to
analyse the capital cost of implementing
paid parking and enforcing it, whether it
was justified by the revenue received
and the effect on activities in the area.

“It’s an issue that needs to be looked

at right now for planning over the next
five or 10 years.”

Cr Peter Cole opposed the move.
“With rising fuel and insurance costs,
what motorists don’t want is another
slug,” he said.

Cr John Mortimore said he would not
support fees in community neighbour-
hoods, but might consider it for major
activity areas, such as the Eastern
Recreational Precinct, which is cur-
rently under construction.

“Even modest fees can offset the

costs of maintaining these areas.”

Mayor Joe Cossari said he would con-
sider paid parking at the Eastern Recre-
ational Precinct but not at shopping
centres such as Wantirna Mall.

“They’re doing shopping, theyre loc-
als and pay their rates.”

Boronia trader Murray Gibson said he
would be dead against the proposal.
“It’s hard enough as it is. It’s just not
on.”

Neighbouring councils Maroondah
and Monash do not have paid parking.

)Your say

knoxjournal.com.au

Council-owned car parks in Knox
include Studfield Shopping Centre and
Wantirna Mall.

The council also owns sections of car
parks in Alchester Village, Dorset
Square, Bayswater Village, Mountain
Gate and Scoresby Village.

Privately owned car parks, such as at
Knox City Shopping Centre, would not
be affected.
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Councillors
flip on skate
park funding

KNOX skaters and BMX riders scored a
win when Knox councillors agreed to
consider funding for the Lewis Park skate
and BMX park in this year's budget.

At a council meeting last month, coun-
cillors unanimously agreed to consider
$120,000 worth of improvements for the
park, along with an increase in annual
operating funds, when it deliberates on
Knox's 2010-2011 budget.

The council had initially decided that
the Lewis Park park was a “non-preferred
site to develop a new centralised skate
and BMX facility”, particularly with the
opening of the Gilbert Park skate park in
Knoxfield in 2006.

But in February 2008, a petition with
573 signatures and an online listing with
1146 names showed support for the
Lewis Park site.

Since then, a council reference group,
which included the park’s users, has
sought to find the best path forward for
the skate park.

Reference group member and
park campaigner David Lalama said
the council seemed to be getting
behind keeping the skate park.

Long battle: David Lalama, centre, celebrates Knox Council’s support of the Lewis Park Skate and

Jozsa and Jake Deering.

“It's very promising. The skate
park is very important. It's an iconic
facility”

Mr Lalama described the skate park as
a second home to many youth

More than 50 users and their parents
attended last month’s council meeting to
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see councillors decide on the park’s
future.

Mr Lalama said an enormous amount
of hard work, from children to adults, had
gone into saving the park.

“The biggest struggle was trying to
make the council aware that it is iconic,
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lity with Jai Bradley, Chris
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much valued and much used.”

Mr Lalama said it was crucial that the
skate park was funded during the budget
process.

“The campaign has enabled the youth
to have their voice heard”

Winston Tan



